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1. Summary 
 
This report provides scientific evidence on observed and future impacts of climate change in 
Italy. Italy is experiencing increasing climate change that manifests itself in a range of impacts 
for humans and ecosystems already today at about 1°C warming above pre-industrial levels.  
Mean temperatures and extreme high temperatures have increased in the past decades and are 
projected to continue to do so. Southern European countries, including Italy, are already among 
the most critically affected by global warming in Europe and will experience disproportionally 
higher warming in the next decades. Under current emission trajectories leading to about 3°C 
warming by the end of the century, a today’s Italian 15-year-old would live more than 2 thirds 
of his life above 1.5°C and almost half his life above 2°C above pre-industrial levels. 
Italy is projected to experience some of the most intense heat waves across Europe, with a high 
increase in frequency for extreme droughts and increasing desertification particularly in the 
South (especially Sicily), leading to a higher risk of wildfires. Under a high warming scenario, 
annual precipitations will decrease by up to -30% at the end of the century compared to the 
baseline period of 1971-2000. Under a warming of 3.0°C by the end of the century, around 50% 
of the Mediterranean region will be under drought conditions and these droughts will last on 
average 10 years.  Under scenarios exceeding >4°C (RCP8.5) global mean temperature rise by 
2100, the local sea levels around the Italian coastline will rise by around 60 cm or more in 2081-
2100, relative to 1986-2005. Limiting warming to around 1.6°C (RCP2.6) will reduce local sea 
level rise to about 20-40cms. In addition, Northern Italy is projected to experience some of the 
most severe floods in Europe. Italy is currently a hotspot for landslides in Europe. Debris flow 
and shallow landslides are projected to increase particularly in the center and in the south. Even 
though fires in Italy have decreased in recent years, increasing number of droughts, heat waves 
and dry spells increase the length and severity of the fire season. Under a high emission scenario 
(RCP8.5) the projected change in the fire weather index shows an increase in risk by more than 
40% for some regions in Italy. 
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Table 1: Projected impacts of climate change in Italy. The data refers to the end of the century (for example, sea 
level rise in Venice will reach 0.9m for a warming of 4.3°C in 2100), except for the areas with critical and extreme 
vulnerability in the Venice coastland (for a warming of 4.3°C in 2100, 60% of the Venice coastland will be areas 
with critical and extreme vulnerability in 2050). All the data and sources can be found in this report.  

 

These impacts will have sectoral consequences. Welfare losses in Southern Europe under 3°C 
warming have been estimated to be about 4 times larger than under a 1.5°C scenario.  
In Italy, a decline of 5% or greater in agricultural yield has already been observed, and a further 
reduction in crop productivity together with a decrease in food and water availability are 
projected. The production of olive oil and wine are sensitive to increasing temperatures, with 
olive yield being projected to decrease in some parts of central Italy by up to -15% for warming 
exceeding 2°C, and the wine industry facing potential losses to product quantity and quality. 
The threats climate change poses to World Heritage Sites (e.g. Venice and its lagoons) and the 
reduction of the length of the ski season in the Alps will have a negative impact on the tourism 
industry. Climate change also affects human health and leads to fatal illnesses: Increasing 
temperatures lead to heat stress and cause increasing mortality from respiratory diseases. 
Already under a 1.5°C scenario, annual fatalities by extreme heat could be ten times higher in 
Southern Europe. If warming was to reach 3°C, numbers would more than triple compared to 
1.5°C. Furthermore, vector-borne diseases such as West-Nile virus are projected to expand in 
Northern Italy. 
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2. Demographic and intergenerational aspect 
 
Italy has a population of about 60 million, out of which 18% are children under the age of 19 
(Wittgenstein Centre for Demography and Global Human Capital, 2018). An average 15-year-
old Italian is expected to live until the age of 92 (World Data Lab, 2019). For comparison with 
the timelines of climate change, the demographic estimates on life expectancy can be coupled 
with the projections of global mean temperature increases. Following the best estimate of the 
future temperature trajectory based on the Climate Action Tracker (2019), increase in the global 
mean temperature is expected to exceed 1.5°C around the year 2035 (model median, range from 
2030 to 2052), 2°C around 2055, and more than 3°C in 2100. Today’s Italian15-year-old has a 
99% probability of being alive in 2035, 98% in 2055 and 20% in 2100. These children therefore 
have a high probability of experiencing a 2°C world and its respective climate change impacts, 
if emissions were not curbed substantially, a today 15-year-old would live more than 2 thirds 
of their lives above 1.5°C and almost half their lives above 2°C. 
 

3. Technical note: Representative Concentration Pathways – 
temperature warming  
 
Representative Concentration Pathways 
A scenario is a plausible description of how the future may develop, based on assumptions 
about key forces which drive climate change and the relationships between them (IPCC, 2014). 
Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs) are a suite of scenarios  based on possible 
future emissions trajectories and concentrations of greenhouse gases, aerosols and land use 
(Moss et al., 2008). 
The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the climate modelling community use 
four different RCPs named after their radiative forcing potential (RCP 2.6, 4.5, 6.0, 8.5) (Moss 
et al., 2010). Each RCP is associated with an approximation of the range of increases in the 
global average temperature by 2100 in comparison to pre-industrial times. The table below 
shows the mean (best estimate) projected temperature increase, as assessed in the IPCC Fifth’ 
Assessment Report (AR5) Working Group 1 report. It further provides the 5-95% range of 
temperature increase associated with each RCP across the climate model ensemble used in the 
IPCC in parenthesis.    

Name Expected temperature increase over the 2081-2100 
period (mean and 5-95% model range) 

RCP2.6 1.6°C [0.9-2.3°C] 

RCP4.5 2.4°C [1.7-3.2°C] 

RCP6.0 2.8°C [2.0-3.7°C] 

RCP8.5 4.3°C [3.2-5.6°C] 
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Table 2: Warming under different Representative Concentration Pathways scenarios. The mean and 5-95% range 
are given. Temperature increases are given for 2081-2100, assuming 0.61°C warming has occurred prior to 1986–
2005. Source: (Stocker et al., 2013) 

 
Due to uncertainties in feedback processes in the earth system, the response of the climate 
system to anthropogenic CO2 emissions is subject to considerable uncertainty. The IPCC Fifth’ 
Assessment Report estimates that the transient climate response to cumulate CO2 emissions to 
be between 0.2-0.7°C per 1000 Gt CO2. This climate response uncertainty (based on the CMIP5 
model ensemble) is  reflected in the uncertainty ranges provided in Table 2.  
 
Current policy projections 
Based on countries’ climate pledges under the Paris Agreement (National Determined 
Contributions, NDCs) and national policies, the Climate Action Tracker provides best estimates 
of the resulting emissions pathways throughout the 21st century and respective warming 
trajectories. Those are shown in Figure 1 below. Again, the ranges provided are the likely (66% 
probability) ranges for the temperature increase under these scenarios, for example, the current 
climate change mitigation policies which have been adopted by countries globally. As in the 
case of the RCPs, the ranges reflect the uncertainties which exist in relation to the feedback 
processes in the earth system. A warming of 3.9°C by the end of the century thereby is within 
the likely (66% probability) range under current policy projections. This means that there is a 
non-negligible 17% probability of warming to exceed this range under current policy 
projections, which would mean a global mean temperature increase of 4°C or more by the end 
of the century. There is thus a significant overlap with the warming range of 3.2-5.6°C assessed 
under the RCP8.5 scenario and the respective impacts assessed under this scenario. 
Current policies would lead to a median warming of about 2.9°C by 2100 with the upper end 
of the likely (66% probability) warming range being in excess of 3.9°C. Climate impacts 
occurring under a RCP8.5 scenario thus cannot be excluded as a distinct possibility based on 
current mitigation policies globally.   
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Figure 1: Climate Action Tracker emission and expected warming. Warming is shown for three different 
assumptions about future warming differentiating between targets of countries and actual policies in place to meet 
those targets: Countries fulfilling their current pledges and targets under the UNFCCC (Pledges &Targets), No 
further policies beyond those implemented today. The uncertainty ranges comprise the 66% likelihood range based 
on the best estimate range of the transient climate response to emissions (TCRE) based on the IPCC AR5. Source: 
Climate Analytics; New Climate Institute, 2020. 

 
Climate change impacts analysis 
Substantial effort is required to provide climate and climate impact simulations, which is why 
not all scenarios are relied upon in equal measure in the scientific studies which seek to generate 
different types of climate impact simulations. Many studies in climate research use a subset of 
the RCPs (deploying either RCP8.5, RCP4.5 or RCP2.6 or several scenarios) and hence do not 
provide estimates of impacts under all warming levels. The analysis which follows draws on 
the available studies which analyse the impacts anticipated to result from climate change in 
Italy.  In addition, we will refer to the expected median temperature increase by 2100 associated 
with a particular RCP rather than the RCP itself. For high emission scenarios either RCP8.5 
and 6.0 are used, while 2.6 is consistently used for a low emission scenario. 
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4. Temperature increase 
 
The warming of the Earth is considered unequivocal at the global level. At the regional scale, 
many areas show an even increased warming (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018). A very prominent 
example is the Arctic, “but also Mediterranean countries, and Italy in particular, are critically 
affected by a stronger warming” (Amendola et al., 2019, p. 2). The climatic conditions in Italy 
are very variable due to its location across the center of the Mediterranean. The presence of its 
mountain chains make the orography highly complex, leading to remarkably varied features in 
the Italian climate (Fratianni and Acquaotta, 2017, p.29).  
Globally “human activities are estimated to have caused approximately 1.0°C of global 
warming above pre-industrial levels, with a likely range of 0.8°C to 1.2°C. Global warming is 
likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate (high 
confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 4).  
“The European land area has warmed by 1.6-1.7°C” compared to the pre-industrial average 
(1850-1899), with significant regional and seasonal differences (European Environment 
Agency, 2019b, p. 170). Moreover, 18 out of the 19 warmest summers on record have occurred 
since the year 2000 (European Environment Agency, 2019b, p. 170). 
The projections shown in Figure 2 below suggest “that European land areas will warm faster 
on average than global land areas” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 76). The results show that land areas 
in Europe are projected to warm in the range of 1°C to 4.5°C for a global warming scenario of 
2.5°C by 2100 (RCP4.5) and in the range of 2.5°C to 5.5°C for a global warming scenario of > 
4°C by the end of the century (RCP8.5) (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 76). Moreover, the strongest 
warming is projected over southern Europe, and thus Italy, over summer (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 
76). For example, as Figure 2 shows, summer temperatures in Italy would increase by up to 6°C 
under a global warming scenario of > 4°C by the end of the century (RCP8.5). For a global 
warming scenario of 2.5°C by 2100 (RCP4.5), summer temperatures in Italy would increase by 
up to 3.5°C compared to 1971-2000.  
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Figure 2 : Projected changes in annual (left), summer (middle) and winter (right) near-surface air temperature 
(°C) in the period 2071-2100, compared with the baseline period 1971-2000 for the forcing scenarios RCP4.5 (top 
– global warming scenario of 2.5°C by 2100) and RCP8.5 (bottom - > 4°C by 2100). Model simulations are based 
on the multi-model ensemble average of RCM simulations from the EURO-CORDEX initiative. (Füssel et al., 
2017, p. 76, map 3.4). 

 

5. Precipitation 
 
The IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C found, that southern Europe, and thus Italy, will be 
expecting “decreases in mean precipitation in summer” and that “precipitation changes reaching 
20% have been projected for the 2°C scenario and are overall more pronounced than with 1.5°C 
of global warming” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 194). 
These projected decreases in annual rainfall and increases in the rainfall intensity will 
potentially lead to recurring erosion events: “In the Mediterranean region, the observed and 
expected decrease in annual rainfall due to climate change is accompanied by an increase of 
rainfall intensity, and hence erosivity” (IPCC, 2019, p. 362). 
As can be seen on Figure 3 “annual precipitation has increased in most parts of northern Europe 
and decreased in parts of southern Europe. These changes are projected to exacerbate in the 
future with continued climate change, and the projected decrease is greatest in southern Europe 
in the summer” (European Environment Agency, 2019b, p. 173). On the figure we can see that 
summer precipitation might decrease by up to -40% compared to the baseline period of 1971-
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2000, whereas annual precipitation will also decrease by up to -30% in the southern parts of 
Italy.  

 
Figure 3 : Projected changes in annual (left) and summer (right) precipitation (%) in the period 2071-2100 
compared with the baseline period 1971-2000 for a >4°C scenario (RCP8.5) based on the average of a multi-
model ensemble of regional climate models (European Environment Agency, 2019b, p. 173, map 7.2). 

In the figure below further illustrates the differences in changes in precipitation indices between 
1.5°C and 2°C of global warming. A) displays total annual average of precipitation for Europe 
– For Italy we can see that especially in the South of Italy (Sicily-area), precipitation will reduce 
by up to -4%. B) displays the percentage change in summer precipitation over Europe. For Italy, 
we see an extreme decline in precipitation in the South with more than -8% precipitation 
difference between 1.5°C and 2°C of global warming. Moreover, summer precipitation will 
also reduce in the Northern parts of Italy by up to -6% for 2°C compared to 1.5°C of global 
warming. In d) we see the total winter precipitation, which displays an increase in winter 
precipitation in the North of Italy.  
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Figure 4: Changes in mean precipitation and precipitation extremes projected between 1.5°C and 2°C of global 
warming. Maps showing the difference in (a) annual average total precipitation, summer (b) total precipitation, 
and (c) highest 1 day precipitation and winter (d) total precipitation, and (e) highest 1 day precipitation, between 
2°C and 1.5°C of global warming. All precipitation changes are given in percentage departures from the average 
at 1.5°C and are only shown where at least three-quarters of climate models agree on the sign of the change (King 
and Karoly, 2017, p.5, figure 2) 
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6. Sea level rise and coastal erosion 
 
“Global sea level rise has accelerated since the 1960s. The average rate of sea level rise over 
the period 1993-2018, when satellite measurements have been available, has been around 3.3 
mm/year” (EEA, 2019). 
The IPCC states that: “there is medium confidence that global mean sea level rise will be about 
0.1 m (within a 0.00–0.20 m range based on 17–84% confidence- interval projections) less by 
the end of the 21st century in a 1.5°C compared to a 2°C warmer world. Projections for 1.5°C 
and 2°C global warming cover the ranges 0.2–0.8 m and 0.3–1.00 m relative to 1986–2005, 
respectively (medium confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 207). 
In its latest Special Report on Oceans and the Cryosphere it is mentioned that: “Sea level 
continues to rise at an increasing rate. Extreme sea level events that are historically rare (once 
per century in the recent past) are projected to occur frequently (at least once per year) at many 
locations by 2050 in all RCP scenarios, especially in tropical regions (high confidence). The 
increasing frequency of high-water levels can have severe impacts in many locations depending 
on exposure (high confidence). Sea level rise is projected to continue beyond 2100 in all RCP 
scenarios” (SROCC SPM, page20). 
In addition: “In coming centuries under RCP8.5, sea level rise is projected to exceed rates of 
several centimetres per year resulting in multi-metre rise (medium confidence), while for 
RCP2.6 sea level rise is projected to be limited to around 1 m in 2300 (low confidence). Extreme 
sea levels and coastal hazards will be exacerbated by projected increases in tropical cyclone 
intensity and precipitation (high confidence). Projected changes in waves and tides vary locally 
in whether they amplify or ameliorate these hazards (medium confidence)” (SROCC SPM, 
page20). 
A recent study by Mengel et al. 2018 analyses the relationship between near term emission 
reduction compatible with the Paris Agreement and sea level rise. As illustrated in Figure 5, the 
timing of mitigation actions matters for long-term sea level rise. Every 5 year delay in peaking 
global CO2 emissions will lead to a sea level rise commitment of 20 cm by 2300, about as much 
as observed sea level rise since the pre-industrial times. For higher emission scenarios, reaching 
2°C, 3°C or even >4°C, much higher levels of sea level rise have to be expected (Clark et al., 
2018). Future generations will therefore be affected by actions taken within the next decades 
(Mengel et al. 2018). 
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Figure 5: Critical window of action for sea level rise over the next 300 years. 

“Projected sea level rise, possible changes in the frequency and intensity of storm surges, and 
the resulting coastal erosion are expected to cause significant ecological damage, economic loss 
and other societal problems along low-lying coastal areas across Europe unless additional 
adaptation measures are implemented” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 122). The IPCC Special Report 
on Land also states that “erosion of coastal areas as a result of sea level rise will increase 
worldwide (very high confidence)” (Olsson et al., 2019, p. 370). 
“The rise in sea level relative to land along most European coasts is projected to be similar to 
the global average”, this includes the Italian coasts (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 124). “The cities at 
the highest risk of coastal floods in the late 21st century, driven by a combination of sea level 
rise and storm surges, are along the North Sea coast in Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, 
as well as along the Mediterranean coast of northern Italy » (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 308). 
Figure 6 shows that between 1993 and 2019, absolute sea level has been rising between 2 to 4 
mm/year along the Italian coasts. 
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Figure 6: Trend in absolute sea level across Europe based on satellite measurements, 1993-2019 (EEA, 2019) 

Figure 7 shows two scenarios of the projected change in relative sea level in Europe by 2081-
2100 relative to 1986-2005. Under scenarios exceeding >4°C (RCP8.5) global mean 
temperature rise by 2100, the local sea levels around the Italian coastline will rise by around 60 
cm or more in 2081-2100, relative to 1986-2005. Limiting warming to around 1.6°C (RCP2.6) 
will reduce local sea level rise to about 20-40cms.  
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Figure 7: Projected change in relative sea level in Europe in the period 2081-2100 relative to 1986-2005, for 
scenarios of 1.6°C expected temperature rise by 2100 (RCP2.6) and scenarios of >4°C expected temperature rise 
by 2100 (RCP8.5) (EEA, 2019) 

A Venice specific study found that “under the future scenario, i.e. by 2050, the areas with 
critical and extreme vulnerability are expected to cover 60 % of the Venice coastland” (with 
RCP8.5 which assumes a mean rate of 5mm/yr of global sea level rise by 2050) (Tosi et al., 
2020, p.694). 
In addition, for the Northern Adriatic coast, “maps produced for the worst scenario showed that 
beaches are the target at higher risk (with more than 90% of the surface in the higher relative 
risk class) due to the low elevation and high proximity to the coastline. Also cultural heritage 
(i.e., villas, historical buildings and roads) and wetlands are highly threatened by storm surge 
flooding. The relative risks will be lower (i.e., between 25% and 40% of their surface/length in 
the higher relative risk class) for most of the other receptors (i.e., local roads, railways, natural 
and semi-natural environments and agricultural areas), including population and buildings that 
are mostly classified in lower risk classes”. The worst scenario here assumes 42cm sea level 
rise for the future scenario 2070-2100, which is significantly below expected sea-level rise 
under a RCP8.5 scenario and more in line with local sea-level rise projected under a <2°C 
scenario (compare Fig. 8) (Rizzi et al., 2017, p.1). 
Figure 8 shows the projections for the tide gauge station of Venice: 
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Figure 8 : Local sea-level projections for Venice under a scenario likely limiting 2100 warming to below +2°C 
(blue), a scenario leading to a global mean temperature increase of around 2.5°C (orange) and a scenario 
exceeding +4°C in 2100 (red). The solid lines represent multi-model medians, the shaded areas capture the 66% 
model range. Dashed lines show median sea-level projections for likely below +2°C and above +4°C scenarios 
including revised Antarctic ice-sheet contributions based on expert judgement presented in Bamber et al. (2019). 
(retrieved from http://localslr.climateanalytics.org/location/Venezia) 

 

7. Extreme events 
 

7.1 Extreme heat/Heatwaves 

 
“The number of warm days (those exceeding the 90th percentile threshold of a baseline period) 
have almost doubled since 1960 across the European land area”. “The number of unusually 
warm days (Tx90p: [Average number of days that the daily maximum temperature is above the 
90th percentile of daily maximum temperatures of a five day window]) has increased by up to 
10 days per decade since 1960 in most of southern Europe” “Europe has experienced 11 intense 
and long heat waves between 1950 and 2015, most of which occurred after 2000 (in 2003, 2006, 
2007, 2010, 2014 and 2015)”. Under >4°C scenario (RCP8.5), very extreme heat waves as 
strong as these or even stronger are projected to occur as often as every two years in the second 
half of the 21st century. The impacts will be particularly strong in southern Europe” (Füssel et 
al., 2017, p. 77). 
“For differences in regional temperature extremes at a mean global warming of 1.5°C versus 
2°C, that is, a difference of 0.5°C in global warming, this implies differences of as much as 
1°C–1.5°C in some locations, which are two to three times larger than the differences in global 
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mean temperature. For hot extremes, the strongest warming is found in central and eastern 
North America, central and southern Europe, the Mediterranean, western and central Asia, and 
southern Africa (medium confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 190). “A global 
warming of 2°C versus 1.5°C would lead to more frequent and more intense hot extremes in all 
land regions, as well as longer warm spells, affecting many densely inhabited regions (very 
likely)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 191). 
“The highest levels of warming for extreme hot days are expected to occur in central and eastern 
North America, central and southern Europe, the Mediterranean, western and central Asia, and 
southern Africa (medium confidence). These regions have a strong soil-moisture-temperature 
coupling in common as well as increased dryness and, consequently, a reduction in evaporative 
cooling” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 191). 
“Limiting global warming to 1.5°C instead of 2°C could result in around 420 million fewer 
people being frequently exposed to extreme heatwaves, and about 65 million fewer people 
being exposed to exceptional heatwaves, assuming constant vulnerability (medium 
confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 191). 
“Under a high-emissions scenario, very extreme heat waves (more severe than the 2003 heat 
wave affecting southern and central Europe or the 2010 heat wave affecting eastern Europe) are 
projected to occur as often as every 2 years in the second half of the 21st century (Map 7.1). 
The projected frequency of heat waves is greatest in southern and south-eastern Europe (Russo 
et al., 2014). The most severe economic and health risks from heat waves are projected for low 
altitude river basins in southern Europe and for the Mediterranean coasts, where many densely 
populated urban centres are located (Fischer and Schär, 2010). The effects of heat waves are 
exacerbated in large cities due to the urban heat island effect” (European Environment Agency, 
2019b, p. 171). 
 

7.2 Droughts 

 
“Based on observations and modelling experiments, a drying trend is already detectable in the 
Mediterranean region, that is, at global warming of less than 1°C (medium confidence)” 
(Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 200). 
“Drought has been a recurrent feature of the European climate. From 2006–2010, on average 
15 % of the EU territory and 17 % of the EU population have been affected by meteorological 
droughts each year. In the 1990s and 2000s the drought hotspots were the Mediterranean area 
and the Carpathian Region (Sepulcre-Canto et al., 2012; Spinoni et al., 2016). The frequency 
of meteorological droughts in Europe has increased since 1950 in parts of southern Europe and 
central Europe (Austria and Hungary)”. “Trends in drought severity (based on a combination 
of the Standardised Precipitation Index (SPI), the Standardised Precipitation Evapotranspiration 
Index (SPEI) and the Reconnaissance Drought Index (RDI)) also show significant increases in 
the Mediterranean region (in particular the Iberian Peninsula, France, Italy and Albania) and 
parts of central and south-eastern Europe” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 145). 
The Special Report on 1.5 from the IPCC also states that “there is medium confidence that 
enhanced greenhouse forcing has contributed to increased drying in the Mediterranean region 
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(including southern Europe, northern Africa and the Near East) and that this tendency will 
continue to increase under higher levels of global warming” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 
196). 
 
Projections show “drier conditions for southern Europe for the mid-21st century, with increases 
in the length, magnitude and area of drought events”, with “the largest increases in frequency 
for extreme droughts in parts of the Iberian Peninsula, southern Italy and the eastern 
Mediterranean, especially at the end of the century with respect to the baseline period 1971–
2000” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 146). 
Figure 9 below shows that “the exacerbation of drought conditions in the Mediterranean under 
global warming of 1.5 K [K stands for °C] and 2 K will be unprecedented since the last 
millennium. If a global warming of 3 K is reached, southern Spain and probably Italy and 
Greece will turn ‚into a desert’. This unprecedented change will also have severe impacts on 
Mediterranean vegetation and biodiversity, and thus on ecosystems and their services. The 
strong reductions in soil water availability during dry periods are mostly related to decreases in 
precipitation and increases in evapotranspiration” (Samaniego et al., 2018, p. 424). 
With 3.0 K warming, around 50% of the Mediterranean region will be under drought, these 
droughts will last on average 125 months and there will be around 5.6 drought months per year 
(Samaniego et al., 2018, p. 425, table 1) 

 
Figure 9: Spatial distribution of changes in drought area, duration and frequency (The area under drought is 
evaluated for the six IPCC AR5 regions and quantified as a percentage of the total area of each region for the 
different levels of warming. g–l, The drought duration for the same regions and warming levels. The area under 
drought and the drought duration are both calculated for the multimodel median of the largest drought events. m–
r, The frequency of drought months is depicted at the individual grid cell level, which is calculated from the 
multimodel median estimates. All of the results are calculated assuming no adaptation to climate change) 
(Samaniego et al., 2018, p. 423, figure 2) 
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“Limiting global warming to 1.5°C is expected to substantially reduce the probability of 
extreme changes in water availability in some regions compared to changes under 2°C of global 
warming (medium confidence). For shift from 1.5°C to 2°C of global mean surface temperature 
warming, the available studies and analyses suggest strong increases in the probability of 
dryness and reduced water availability in the Mediterranean region (including southern Europe, 
northern Africa and the Near East) and in southern Africa (medium confidence)” (Hoegh-
Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 200). 
“Overall, there is high confidence that strong increases in dryness and decreases in water 
availability in the Mediterranean and southern Europe would occur from 1.5°C to 2°C of global 
warming. (…) The risks (assuming current adaptation) related to water deficit in the 
Mediterranean are high for global warming of 2°C but could be substantially reduced if global 
warming were limited to 1.5°C” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 259). 
 

7.3 Heavy precipitation 

 
Past observations show that: “the intensity of heavy precipitation events in summer and winter 
have increased in northern and north-eastern Europe since the 1960s. Different indices show 
diverging trends for south-western and southern Europe” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 82), meaning 
that cross southern Europe no uniform trend can be identified. 
“Global warming is projected to lead to a higher intensity of precipitation and longer dry periods 
in Europe”, “in summer, an increase is also projected in most parts of Europe, but decreases are 
projected for some regions in southern and south-western Europe” (Füssel et al., 2017, pp. 82, 
83). 
However, daily extreme precipitation (Rx1day) might increase over parts of Italy in winter and 
summer despite a drying trend in summer (compare Figure 4) between 1.5°C and 2°C. The 
signal is most pronounced for Northern Italy.  
On timescales of hours, the increases extreme precipitation might be even more pronounced, 
“the intensity of extreme precipitation, the frequency of sub-daily extreme precipitation is 
projected to increase. The frequency of 50-year and 100-year extreme precipitation events 
will be doubled under RCP4.5 and tripled under RCP8.5” (the extreme value analysis is based 
on annual maxima and the peak-over-threshold method) (Hosseinzadehtalaei et al., 2020, 
p.13).  
 

7.4 Floods/landslides 

 
“The number of very severe flood events in Europe increased over the period 1980–2010, but 
with large interannual variability. This increase has been attributed to better reporting, land-use 
changes and increased heavy precipitation in parts of Europe, but it is not currently possible to 
quantify the importance of these factors. Global warming is projected to intensify the 
hydrological cycle and increase the occurrence and frequency of flood events in large parts of 
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Europe. Pluvial floods and flash floods, which are triggered by intense local precipitation 
events, are likely to become more frequent throughout Europe. In regions with projected 
reduced snow accumulation during winter, the risk of early spring flooding could decrease. 
However, quantitative projections of changes in flood frequency and magnitude remain highly 
uncertain” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 140). 
“Losses from flooding in Europe have increased substantially since the 1970s”. “The trend for 
increasing losses from river floods is primarily attributable to socio-economic factors, such as 
increasing wealth located in flood zones, but increases in heavy precipitation in parts of Europe 
may also play a role”. “Robust attribution is not yet possible because of insufficient data”. “In 
terms of regional GDP, flood risks are highest in large parts of eastern Europe, Scandinavia, 
Austria and the United Kingdom and parts of France and Italy” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 141). 
“For the end of the 21st century, the greatest increase in one-in-a-century floods is projected 
for the British Isles, north-west and south-east France, northern Italy and some regions in south-
east Spain, the Balkans and the Carpathians” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 142). 
 
Recent studies focused on regions of Italy: for Calabria, Gariano et al. found that on the entire 
region, the annual average regional rate of change in rainfall induced landslides occurrence is 
expected to be equal to +45.7% and to +21.2% for RCP4.5 and RCP8.5 scenario, respectively, 
compared to the period 1981-2010 (Gariano et al., 2017, p.421), alongside to an increase of 
+8% and +12% in winter (December-January-February). “This is in agreement with the 
expected increase in the intensity of heavy rain fall events in Europe in winter for the end of 
the 21st century” (Gariano et al., 2017, p.423). In Umbria region, Ciabatta et al. found an 
increase in the number of landslide occurrence, of about 30% and 45% for 2040-2069 and 2070-
2099 (compared to 1990-2013), respectively, under RCP8.5 (Ciabatta et al., 2016, p.15). 
“During the warm-dry season (from April to September), due to the high increase in 
temperature, an evident strong decrease in soil moisture was predicted and, consequently, the 
number of landslide events unchanged with respect to the present period regardless of rainfall 
conditions. Conversely, during the cold-wet season (from October to March), as soil moisture 
conditions of future periods are similar to the present period, the number of landslide events 
was found to significantly increase (up to 107% for the 2070-2099 period) mainly due to 
positive variations in winter rainfall amount” (Ciabatta et al., 2016, p.19). Finally, for the Esino 
river basin, Sangelantoni et al. found an overall increase in projected landslide occurrence over 
the twenty-first century: under RCP8.5, the events above rainfall thresholds frequency shift 
from 0.025 to 0.05 (normalized to the total number of annual rainfall events) in the mountainous 
sector of the study area for the period 2070-2099 compared to 1971-2000) (Sangelantoni et al., 
2018, p.1). 
 
Figure 10 below shows that compared to other European countries, Italy, together with France, 
Germany and the UK, will be over proportionally hit with regards to expected annual damages 
from river floods, up to around 3000 M€/year if no adaptation measures are implemented in 
Italy by 2100 (assuming a 2°C warming scenario). 
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Figure 10: Comparison of expected annual damage in 2100 assuming no adaptation, and with the implementation 
of three different adaptation strategies. Results are calculated assuming a 2°C warming scenario (Feyen et al., 
2020, p. 37, figure 18) 

“Landslides are a form of land degradation, induced by extreme rainfall events. There is a strong 
theoretical reason for increasing landslide activity due to intensification of rainfall, but so far, 
the empirical evidence that climate change has contributed to landslides is lacking”. “Human 
disturbance may be a more important future trigger than climate change” (Olsson et al., 2019, 
p. 370). 
Figure 11 below highlights that Italy is currently a hotspot for landslides in Europe. 

 
Figure 11: Map of landslide susceptibility for weather induced landslides. The classified hazard map of JRC 
(right) is definitely more conservative although it does incorporate hotspots of known hazard such as north-west 
Scotland, which the ICG model (left) does not. Red circles show possible hotspots. White colour represent region 
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without landslide hazard (retrieved from: https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/figures/landslide-
susceptibility-for-weather-induced-1) 

Figure 12 below shows “shows variations in frequency or activity of four landslide types based 
on an ensemble of GCMs driven by different climate scenarios (see Gariano and Guzzetti, 2016 
for an overview). The greatest evidence consists of a general decrease in abundance/activity of 
deep-seated landslides and of an increase in rock falls, debris flows and more generally in 
shallow landslides. It should not be overlooked that in the past decade there has been increasing 
wildfire-induced change on the natural surface, especially in Mediterranean areas, making the 
topsoil more prone to erosion; this has reduced the amount of rainfall required to initiate shallow 
landslides (such as debris flows and mudslides) and associated surface erosion processes 
(Moody et al., 2013; Santi et al., 2013)” (European Environment Agency, 2017, p. 67). 

 
Figure 12: Map of expected variations in abundance or activity of four landslide types, driven by projected climate 
change (European Environment Agency, 2017, p. 67, map 3.14) 

 

7.5 Forest fires 

 
“The number of forest fires in the Mediterranean region increased from 1980 to 2000; it has 
decreased thereafter. The burnt area shows a decreasing trend over the period 1980–2013, but 
with strong interannual variability” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 177).  
Figure 13 shows the burnt areas and number of fires in Italy between 2001 and 2018. 
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Figure 13 : Annual Country Statistics for Italy for burnt areas (ha, in red) and number of fires (in blue) between 
2001 and 2018 (Retrieved from : https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/static/gwis.statistics.portal/countries-
estimates/EU/IT) 

“In a warmer climate, more severe fire weather and, as a consequence, an expansion of the fire-
prone area and longer fire seasons are projected across Europe (see Figure 14). The impact of 
fire events is particularly strong in southern Europe” (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 177).  
“Climate change projections suggest substantial warming and increases in the number of 
droughts, heat waves and dry spells across most of the Mediterranean area and more generally 
in southern Europe (see Sections 3.2.3 and 4.3.4). These projected changes would increase the 
length and severity of the fire season, the area at risk and the probability of large fires, possibly 
enhancing desertification (Moreno, 2014)” (Füssel et al., 2017, p.178). 

 
Figure 14 : Maps of forest fire danger in the present climate and projected changes under two climate change 
scenarios (retrieved at: https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/forest-fire-danger-3/assessment) 
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“Urban sprawl with low-density housing has led to a growing intermingling of wild land and 
urban areas, which has increased the risk of forest fires in many residential areas over recent 
decades, in particular around cities in Portugal, Greece, southern France and Italy” (Füssel et 
al., 2017, p. 306). 
Regarding wild fires, the IPCC special report on land states: “Current levels of global warming 
are associated with moderate risks from increased dryland water scarcity, soil erosion, 
vegetation loss, wildfire damage, permafrost thawing, coastal degradation and tropical crop 
yield decline (high confidence). Risks, including cascading risks, are projected to become 
increasingly severe with increasing temperatures. At around 1.5°C of global warming the risks 
from dryland water scarcity, wildfire damage, permafrost degradation and food supply 
instabilities are projected to be high (medium confidence). At around 2°C of global warming 
the risk from permafrost degradation and food supply instabilities are projected to be very high 
(medium confidence). Additionally, at around 3°C of global warming risk from vegetation loss, 
wildfire damage, and dryland water scarcity are also projected to be very high (medium 
confidence)” (IPCC, 2020, p. 17).  
 

8. Desertification 
 
Due to the increasing temperatures, there is also “substantial evidence that human-induced 
global warming has led to an increased risk of drought in the Mediterranean region” (Hoegh-
Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 177). It is undisputed, that above global warming of 1.5°C “an 
expansion of desert terrain and vegetation would occur in the Mediterranean biome (medium 
confidence), causing changes unparalleled in the last 10,000 years (medium confidence)” 
(Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 179). The European Environment Agency (EEA) indicated 
that 14 Mha, that is 8% of the territory of the European Union, and among others covering Italy 
“has a ‘very high’ and ‘high’ sensitivity to desertification” (IPCC, 2019, p. 264). The IPCC 
Special Report on Land also finds that Europe, and especially Italy, “is increasingly affected by 
desertification leading to significant consequences on land use” (IPCC, 2019, p. 264). 
Figure 15 below shows a map of the sensitivity to desertification, indicating that especially the 
South of Italy (especially Sicily) is very sensitive to desertification.   
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Figure 15: Sensitivity to desertification index map (retrieved from: https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-
maps/figures/sensitivity-to-desertification-index-map) 

It has been stated that in the Mediterranean “limiting warming to 1.5°C may have benefits for 
future drought risk” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 199). For example “hazards by droughts 
at 1.5°C could be reduced compared to the hazards at 2°C in (…) particular in the Mediterranean 
region” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 215). 
The glossary of the IPCC defines hazard as: “the potential occurrence of a natural or human-
induced physical event or trend that may cause loss of life, injury, or other health impacts, as 
well as damage and loss to property, infrastructure, livelihoods, service provision, ecosystems 
and environmental resources. See also Disaster, Exposure, Risk, and Vulnerability” (IPCC, 
2018). 
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9. Agriculture and food security 
 
“Observed climate change is already affecting food security through increasing temperatures, 
changing precipitation patterns and greater frequency of extreme events (high confidence)” 
(IPCC, 2019, p. 56). Decreases in crops also affect the Mediterranean, as the region is 
“susceptible to disruptions from increased drought frequency, dust storms and fires (high 
confidence)” (IPCC, 2019, p. 67). In general “Mediterranean types of climate are projected to 
become drier, with the equatorward margins being potentially replaced by arid climate types” 
(IPCC, 2019, p. 277). This indicates that the Mediterranean climate (dry summers, wet winters), 
such as in Italy, could potentially be replaced by desert-type arid climates (equatorward 
climate).  
This has already had negative effects on yields, as the IPCC found: “Warming compounded by 
drying has caused large negative effects on yields in parts of the Mediterranean” (IPCC, 2019, 
p. 56). The IPCC Special Report on Land states that warmer regions in Europe suffer more from 
warming and that “in Italy this effect has been amplified by a drying trend, leading to yield 
declines of 5% or greater” (IPCC, 2019, p. 453). Moreover, “livestock are projected to be 
adversely affected with rising temperatures depending on the extent of changes in feed quality, 
spread of diseases, and water resource availability (high confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 
2018, p. 9).  
These “reductions in projected food availability are larger at 2°C than at 1.5°C of global 
warming in (…) the Mediterranean (medium confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 9). 
“Generally, vulnerability to decreases in water and food availability is projected to be reduced 
at 1.5°C versus 2°C, especially in regions such as the (…) Mediterranean” (Hoegh-Guldberg et 
al., 2018, p. 238). This is due to the fact that “for plant species in the Mediterranean region, 
shifts in phenology, range contraction and health decline have been observed with precipitation 
decreases and temperature increases (medium confidence). Recent studies using independent 
complementary approaches have shown that there is a regional-scale threshold in the 
Mediterranean region between 1.5°C and 2°C of global warming” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 
2018, p. 221). This would lead to Mediterranean plant species drastically declining when global 
warming exceeds 1.5-2°C of global warming.  
“biome shifts unprecedented in the last 10,000 years can only be avoided if global warming is 
constrained to 1.5°C (medium confidence) – whilst 2°C of warming will result in a decrease of 
12-15% of the Mediterranean biome area” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p. 221). This means 
that 12-15% of the area, which is currently a biome area with Mediterranean species, will be 
reduced to either new species (adjusted to the new climate) or no species.  
 

9.1 Olive oil production 

 
Olive trees are “one of the oldest permanent crops grown in the Mediterranean basin”. 
“Perennial species, such as olive trees and grapevines (…) are subject to a great risk from 
temperature increase due to climate change” (European Environment Agency, 2019b, p. 45). 
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“For olive trees, rising temperatures in the future might impact the phenological responses, that 
is, an advancement of flowering of between 10 and 34 days in southern Italy by 2100, which 
may affect crop production” (European Environment Agency, 2019b, p. 45). As can be seen in 
Figure 16 below, olive yields are expected to decrease in some parts of central Italy down to -
15% (Fraga et al., 2020, p. 6). This is due to the fact that “higher water demand and lower water 
availability will enhance the water stress for olive trees in the future” (Fraga et al., 2020, p. 9).  

 
Figure 16 : Patterns for Olives  for the differences between global warming of 2.5°C in 2100 and recent past 
(1989-2005) for the variables: (a) growing season length (days), (b) yield (kg ha-1), (c) growing season mean 
temperature (°C), (d) growing season precipitation sum (mm), (e) potential evapotranspiration in the growing 
season (mm), (f) actual evapotranspiration in the growing season (mm), (g) water deficit (ETP minus ETA; mm) 
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in the growing season, (h) water productivity (kg ha-1 mm; yield divided by ETA) in the growing season (Fraga et 
al., 2020, p. 7, figure 3) 

Olive trees have a strong socio-economic importance for countries like Italy – 80% of the 
worldwide olive trees are grown in southern Europe and “produce roughly 95% of the world 
olive oil supply” (Fraga et al., 2020, p. 1). In total, 24% of the worlds olive oil production is 
concentrated in Italy itself (Fraga et al., 2020, p. 1). 
“A pest impact indicator was developed to link the growth cycle of the Batrocera aleae (Rossi) 
fruit fly population to changes in climate conditions in Tuscany (Italy). The study area 
represents 63.4% of the national area for the production of high-quality extra virgin olive oil. 
The study revealed that warmer temperatures (especially higher minimum temperatures during 
the winter season) and extreme weather events (drought) can alter population dynamics by 
modifying the insect’s rate of development, reproduction and mortality. These conditions will 
lead to reduced olive yields and an increase in pest infestation” (European Environment 
Agency, 2019a, p. 66). 
 

 
Figure 17 : Olive infestation by fruit fly in early summer in Italy (European Environment Agency, 2019a, p. 66, 
figure 4.2). 

 

9.2 Wine production 

 
Literature as well as empirical evidence has shown, that “the wine sector is extremely 
vulnerable” (Sacchelli et al., 2017, p. 891) to climate change risk. The variability in the climate 
that will strongly impact the grape yields is “mainly associated with an increase in average 
temperature and decrease in average precipitation. These aspects are also combined with a high 
likelihood for the intensification of extreme events such as drought, particularly in Europe” 
(Sacchelli et al., 2017, p. 891). The wine industry is at great risk from negative climate change 
effects that would lead to potential losses to product quantity and quality, also leading to 
consequences on revenues and production costs throughout the supply chain (Sacchelli et al., 
2017, p. 891). For example “excess precipitation events can lead to crop damage and to soil 
erosion in agricultural fields” and in Italy “widespread heavy rains has caused delays in summer 
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crop and tree and vine crop harvesting as well as winter grain planting” (European Environment 
Agency, 2019b, p. 55). 
 

10. Health 
10.1 Heat stress 

 
The 2019 report of The Lancet Countdown on health and climate change states: “The most 
immediate and direct impact of a changing global climate on human health is seen in the steady 
increase in global average temperature, and the increased frequency, intensity, and duration of 
extremes of heat. The pathophysiological consequences of heat exposure in humans are well 
documented and understood, and include heat stress and heat stroke, acute kidney injury, 
exacerbation of congestive heart failure and increased risk of interpersonal and collective 
violence. In particular, during periods of extreme heat, young children have a greater risk of 
electrolyte imbalance, fever, respiratory disease, and kidney disease” (Watts et al., 2019, p. 
1841). 
The IPCC reports: “Increases in ambient temperature are linearly related to hospitalizations and 
deaths once specific thresholds are exceeded. […] Even if global warming is restricted to below 
2°C, there could be a substantial increase in the occurrence of deadly heatwaves in cities if 
urban heat island effects are considered, with impacts being similar at 1.5°C and 2°C but 
substantially larger than under the present climate (Matthews et al., 2017).” (Hoegh-Guldberg 
et al., 2018, p.263). 
It also claims that “The strongest warming of hot extremes is projected to occur in central and 
eastern North America, central and southern Europe, and the Mediterranean region” (Hoegh-
Guldberg et al., 2018, p.177). 
Figure 18 shows the current and projected exposure to heat and cold waves in Europe: 
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Figure 18: Number of people annually exposed to a present 50-year heatwave and cold wave (top row) and 
projected changes in human exposure to these events for 1.5°C, 2.0°C, and 3.0°C levels of global warming. 
(Naumann et al., 2020, p.11, figure 4) 

The observed and projected (for RCP 8.5, a global warming scenario reaching >4°C warming 
by 2100) summer maximum heat exposure and observed and projected number of days with 
high heat risk are given in Figure 19 and Figure 20. Italy is already and will be one of the most 
severely European country affected by high temperatures in the summer, with more than 60 
days per year of high heat risk projected under RCP 8.5 in Sicilia (Casanueva et al., 2020). 
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Figure 19: Observed and projected summer maximum heat exposure in the shade. Projections show the ensemble 
median (over 39 model chains) for the strongest emission scenario for 2070–2099. The highest values are plotted 
on top of lower ones to highlight the most affected locations. (Casanueva et al., 2020, p.7, figure 2) 

 

 
Figure 20: Observed and projected number of days with high heat risk in shaded conditions. Projections show the 
ensemble median (over 39 model chains) for the strongest emission scenario for 2070–2099. The highest values 
are plotted on top of lower ones to highlight the most affected locations. (Casanueva et al., 2020, p.7, figure 3) 

 
Globally, the elderly are the most affected by heat stress, particularly in Europe and the Eastern 
Mediterranean, as highlighted by The Lancet report (2019): “Populations aged 65 years and 
older are particularly vulnerable to the health effects of climate change, and especially to 
extremes of heat. From 1990 to 2018, populations in every region have become more vulnerable 
to heat and heatwaves, with Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean remaining the most 
vulnerable. In 2018, these vulnerable populations experienced 220 million heatwave exposures 
globally, breaking the previous record of 209 million set in 2015” (Watts et al., 2019, p.1837). 
Figure 21 shows the evolution of people aged 65 years and older exposed to heatwaves.  
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Figure 21 : Global change in the number of heatwaves exposure events in people aged 65 years and older, 
compared with the historical 1986-2005 average number of events (Watts et al., 2019, p.1842, figure 1). 

In 2019, approximately 23% of the Italian population was aged 65 years or older (Onder et al., 
2020, p. 1).  
“The increase in frequency and intensity of heat waves together with population ageing will 
have a significant impact on health in the future.” (World Health Organization & United 
Nations, 2018, p.3). A today’s 15-year-old Italian, who will be 65 years old in 2070, will, 
therefore, have an increasing chance of suffering from heat stress.  
Heat can also lead to a reduced labour productivity (for more details on this topic, please refer 
to section 10.2: Economic Impacts on the Agricultural sector): 
“Reduced labour productivity is often the first symptom of the health effects of heat, and, if not 
addressed, could lead to more severe health effects, such as heat exhaustion and heat stroke” 
(Watts et al., 2019, p.1842) 
 

10.2 Fatalities due to extreme events 

 
Italy recorded 20,657 deaths due to extreme events between 1980 and 2017, and therefore is 
the second European country after France with the highest number of fatalities related to 
extreme events (European Environment Agency, 2019c). 
Figure 22 shows the origin of fatalities related to extreme events in EU-28 between 1980 and 
2017. 
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Figure 22 : Origin of fatalities related to extreme events in EU-28 between 1980 and 2017 (European Environment 
Agency, 2019c) 

 

Heatwaves 

 
“Projections show that the number of citizens in the EU and UK exposed to heatwaves will 
grow from 10 million/year (average 1981-2010) to nearly 300 million/year, or more than half 
the EU population, in a scenario with 3°C global average warming by the end of this century. 
In case of no adaptation this could result in 96,000 fatalities/year from extreme heat, compared 
to 2,750 annual deaths at present. Curbing global warming to 1.5°C would limit mortality from 
extreme heat to around 30,000 fatalities/year” (Naumann et al., 2020, p. 4).  
“Assuming present vulnerability and no additional adaptation, annual fatalities from extreme 
heat in 2100 could rise from 2,750 deaths now to 30,000 at 1.5°C global warming, 52,000 at 
2°C and 96,000 at 3°C. The rise in human exposure to and fatalities from extreme heat is most 
pronounced in southern European countries and the highest number of fatalities will occur in 
France, Italy and Spain” (Naumann et al., 2020, p.5). 

 
Table 3 : Reported heat and cold wave impacts in Europe.  Number of reported heat- and cold- waves events and 
related fatalities over the period 1980-2017. Italy belongs to Southern Europe. (Naumann et al., 2020, p.22, table 
A3) 
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Table 4 : Regional values of current and future fatalities due to heat extremes. The reference scenario spans the 
period 1981-2010, referred to as “base”. The analysis first evaluates heat and cold wave mortality in a 
comparative static socio-economic setting, therefore only considering the influence of the climate change signal 
(left columns). The right columns (2050 and 2100) provide a dynamic socio-economic assessment considering the 
2015 Ageing Report projections of population and look at how heat and cold extremes at the different warming 
levels would impact EU population projected for 2050 and 2100. Impacts are compared for the baseline with those 
over 30-year time slices centred on the year that global average temperature is 1.5, 2 and 3°C above preindustrial 
temperature. At mid-century human exposure and fatalities of 1.5 and 2°C warming on 2050’s society are 
evaluated (as 3°C is unrealistic by mid-century) and at the end of the century the effect of the three warming levels 
on 2100’s society are considered (Naumann et al., 2020, p.24, table A8) 

 

Floods 

 
Regarding floods, according to the European Environment Agency, “if no additional adaptation 
measures were taken, the number of people affected by coastal flooding in the EU at the end of 
the 21st century would range from 775 000 to 5.5 million people annually, depending on the 
emissions scenario” (Füssel et al., 2017, p.206).  
“For a medium emissions scenario (SRES A1B [which is close to the current RCP6.0]) and in 
the absence of adaptation, river flooding is estimated to affect about 300 000 people per year in 
the EU by the 2050s and 390 000 people by the 2080s; the latter figure corresponds to more 
than a doubling with respect to the baseline period (1961–1990). The British Isles, western 
Europe and northern Italy show a robust increase in future flood hazards; these regions also 
show the greatest increase in the population affected by river floods” (Füssel et al., 2017, p.205). 
“Flooding is also associated with mental health impacts. Coastal flooding in the EU could 
potentially cause five million additional cases of mild depression annually by the end of the 
21st century under a high sea level rise scenario [RCP 8.5, global warming scenario reaching 
>4°C warming by 2100], in the absence of adaptation” (Füssel et al., 2017, p.206). 
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Figure 23 : Deaths related to flooding in Europe for the period 1991-2015 (Füssel et al., 2017, p.206, map 5.1) 

 

10.3 Vector-borne diseases 

 
“Climate change may influence the emergence of vector-borne diseases as the life-cycle 
dynamics of the vector species, pathogenic organisms and reservoir organisms are all sensitive 
to weather conditions. The rates of replication, development and transmission of the pathogens 
depend more strongly on temperature than on other host–pathogen interactions. In recent years, 
several outbreaks of different vector-borne diseases have been documented in the 
Mediterranean region. There is high certainty that the recent observed climatic trends will 
contribute to the future transmission potential of vector-, food- and water-borne diseases in the 
region” (Cramer et al., 2018, p. 5). 
“Increased warming in North America and Europe could result in geographic expansions of 
regions (latitudinally and altitudinally) climatically suitable for West Nile virus transmission, 
particularly along the current edges of its transmission areas, and extension of the transmission 
season” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p.241). “  
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Figure 24: Projected future distribution of West Nile Virus infections (European Environment Agency, 2016)  
 

“For 2025 and 2050, the areas with elevated probability for West Nile infections (linked to 
climate change), will probably expand and eventually include most Mediterranean countries. 
During recent years, dengue fever cases were reported in several Mediterranean countries, such 
as Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain. During the hot summer of 2017, 
outbreaks of chikungunya were reported in France and Italy. Today, there is an apparent threat 
of outbreaks, transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes, in the European Mediterranean countries” 
(Cramer et al., 2018, p. 5). 
According to a World Health Organization & United Nations report on Italy’s climate and 
health country profile (2018), “there is a concrete risk of the re-emergence of previously 
endemic agents (such as tick-borne encephalities, Lyme disease, Mediterranean spotted fever 
and West Nile fever)” because of climate change. In Italy, “an increasing number of outbreaks 
of West Nile disease, with occurrences of human cases, have been reported since 2008, mainly 
in the North Eastern regions of the country” (World Health Organization & United Nations, 
2018, p. 1). 
Moreover, the World Health Organization & United Nations state in the same report: 
“Mosquito-borne diseases are spreading worldwide, including in temperate regions, due to the 
impact of climate change, the increase in human travel and commercialization, and other factors 
such as urbanization and land-use changes. Several emerging mosquito-borne outbreaks 
reported recently in the Mediterranean basin were caused by viruses mainly belonging to the 
family Togaviridae (Chikungunya virus) and to the Flavivirus genus as West Nile virus and 
Usutu virus transmitted by Culex species or Dengue virus and Zika virus, transmitted by Aedes 
species. In 2007, a Chikungunya outbreak occurred in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy. 
Another outbreak caused by this tropical virus occurred in the summer of 2017” (World Health 
Organization & United Nations, 2018, p. 5).  
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10.4 Air quality and respiratory diseases 

 
According to a World Health Organization & United Nations report on Italy’s climate and 
health country profile (2018), “many of the drivers of climate change, such as inefficient and 
polluting forms of energy and transport systems, also contribute to air pollution. […] The 
impact that atmospheric pollutants have on human health results in an estimate of a total of 
555,000 premature deaths in 2013, with 91,050 premature deaths only in Italy, the highest 
number among the European countries.” (World Health Organization & United Nations, 2018, 
p. 9) 
Premature deaths are deaths that occur before a person reaches an expected age. This expected 
age is typically the age of standard life expectancy for a country and gender. 
“In 2017, air pollution was the fifth highest mortality risk factor globally and was associated 
with about 4.9 million deaths and 147 million years of healthy life lost” (Health Effects 
Institute, 2019). “Air pollution collectively reduced life expectancy by 1 year and 8 months on 
average worldwide, a global impact rivalling that of smoking. This means a child born today 
will die 20 months sooner, on average, than would be expected in the absence of air pollution” 
(ibid). 

 
Table 5 shows the Italian urban population exposed to concentrations above EU standards:  

 
Table 5 : Percentage of urban population exposed to concentration above EU standards for selected air pollutants 
in Italy, between 2012 and 2017. (European Environment Agency, 2019d) 
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Table 6 : Premature deaths attributable to PM2.5, NO2 and O3 in Italy in 2016. (European Environment Agency, 
2019d) 

The IPCC states: “Because ozone formation is temperature dependent, projections focusing 
only on temperature increase generally conclude that ozone-related mortality will increase with 
additional warming, with the risks higher at 2°C than at 1.5°C (high confidence)” (Hoegh-
Guldberg et al., 2018, p.241).

 
Figure 25: Population-weighted seasonal average (8-hour max) ozone concentrations in countries around the 
world in 2017. (Health Effects Institute, 2019, p.9, figure 5) 

“Ozone pollution accounted for nearly half a million early deaths worldwide in 2017. That 
number represents a 20% increase since 1990, with most of the growth seen in the past decade.” 
(Health Effects Institute, 2019, p.13). “Global patterns of ozone-attributable deaths generally 
mirror the global patterns of population-weighted seasonal ozone concentrations around the 
world” (ibid). 
 
COVID-19, air pollution and health impacts 
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According to a study by Conticini et al., air pollution “may partly explain a higher prevalence 
and lethality of a novel, very contagious, viral agent such as SARS-CoV-2, among a population 
living in areas with a higher level of air pollution” (Conticini et al., 2020, p.2). 
“Since the virus began to spread in Italy, Lombardy and Emilia Romagna recorded a substantial 
high level of lethality if compared with other countries but also than other Italian regions.”[…] 
According to the AQI [Air Quality Index of the European Environment Agency] the area 
covering Lombardia and Emilia Romagna results to be the most polluted area in Italy (and one 
of the most polluted in Europe)” (Conticini et al., 2020, p. 1). 
In a recent study conducted in the US, Wu et al. found that a “long-term exposure to air pollution 
increases vulnerability to the most severe COVID-19 outcomes”. They found “statistically 
significant evidence that an increase of 1 𝜇g/m3 in long-term PM2.5 exposure is associated 
with an 8% increase in the COVID-19 mortality rate” (Wu et al., 2020, p.14). 

11. Economic impacts 
 

11.1 Extreme events 

According to the European Environment Agency (EEA), in the EU Member States (EU-28), 
disasters caused by weather and climate-related extremes accounted for some 83 % of the 
monetary losses over the period 1980-2017. Weather and climate-related losses amounted to 
EUR 426 billion (at 2017 values). The highest overall economic losses in absolute terms (in 
order of rank) were registered in Germany, Italy, and France (European Environment Agency, 
2019c), with Italy accounting for about 12 % of the EU-wide losses and more than 20% of the 
fatalities (this number includes climatological events as well geophysical events such as 
earthquakes).  
 

 
Figure 26 : Natural hazards in EU-28 (1980-2017). (European Environment Agency, 2019c) 
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Table 7 : Impacts of extreme weather and climate related events in Italy (1980-2017). (European Environment 
Agency, 2019c) 

The PESETA IV report (Szewczyk et al., 2020) assesses the welfare loss of selected climate 
impacts in % of GDP for the EU-27 and UK for three levels of global warming: 

 
Figure 27 : Welfare change from selected climate impacts (% of GDP) for the EU-27 and UK, and for the 
constituent EU macro regions, for three levels of global warming. The results represent change with respect to 
current economy (Szewczyk et al., 2020, p. 32, figure 20). 

 
The following table summarises the data for Southern Europe: 

 

Sector 

Welfare change, bn € 

(additional to base) 

Welfare change as share in GDP (%) 

 

1.5°C 2°C 3°C 1.5°C 2°C 3°C 

Inland floods -0.9 -1.5 -2.5 -0.03 -0.05 -0.08 

Coastal floods -0.9 -1.8 -5.2 -0.03 -0.06 -0.16 

Agriculture -1.0 -1.4 -3.7 -0.03 -0.04 -0.12 

Droughts -1.8 -3.0 -5.6 -0.06 -0.09 -0.18 
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Energy -0.7 -1.0 -1.4 -0.02 -0.03 -0.04 

Mortality -17.6 -34.1 -68.9 -0.56 -1.09 -2.20 

Sum of the 
sectors -23.0 -42.7 -87.3 -0.73 -1.36 -2.78 

Table 8 : Welfare change from selected climate impacts (bn € and % of GDP) in Southern Europe, for three levels 
of global warming. The results represent change with respect to current economy. Data source: Szewczyk et al., 
2020; table 7. 

Impact of wildfires 

 
The 2019 report of The Lancet Countdown on health and climate change states: “the global 
economic burden per person affected by wildfires is more than twice that of earthquakes and 
48 times higher than that of floods, although the global number of events and number of people 
affected by floods are much higher than for wildfires. Furthermore, climatic changes, including 
increasing temperature and earlier snowmelt, contribute to hotter, drier conditions, which 
increase the risk of wildfires.” (Watts et al., 2019, p.1842) 
 

11.2 Agricultural Sector 

 
“Socio-economic impacts of climate change can have direct or indirect effects on the agriculture 
sector in Europe. Direct economic impacts are due to changes in crop productivity and yields, 
while indirect economic impacts affect the sector through changes in trade flows triggered by 
changes in crop production and yields. These can, in turn, spread across the whole economy of 
the sector with macro-economic effects on food prices, farm incomes and, ultimately, food 
security.”(European Environment Agency, 2019d, p.56)  
 “Two thirds of the loss in land values in the EU could be concentrated in Italy, where the 
revenues of Italian farms are very sensitive to seasonal changes in climate parameters, 
especially under more severe climate scenarios (Bozzola et al., 2018). The projections show 
that Italy has the largest aggregate loss of farmland value, ranging from EUR 58 billion to EUR 
120 billion by 2100 (34-60 % decrease) according to climate scenarios (Van Passel et al., 2017) 
compared to present climate (baseline period 1961-1990).” (European Environment Agency, 
2019d, p.60) 
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Figure 28 : Percentage change in farmland values projected for the period 2071-2100 compared to 1961-1990. 
(European Environment Agency, 2019d, p.60, map 4.9) 

 
Labour productivity 

“In 2018, 45 billion additional potential work hours were lost due to rising temperatures, 
compared with in the year 2000” (Watts et al., 2019, p. 1842).  As 

 
Figure 29 shows, the majority of the work hours lost globally were in the agricultural sector.  
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Figure 30 also shows the potential full-time annual work lost in 2018 in the shade (top) or in 
the sun (bottom) based on the percentage of people working in agriculture (400 Watts), industry 
(300 Watts) and services (200 Watts). The number of watts is the average metabolic rate that 
characterizes the mean workload for a given occupation. On average, work in the agricultural 
sector requires more energy per minute than in the industry or services sectors (1 
kcal/min=69.78 W). In Italy in the sun, most of the potential full-time workers lost as a 
consequence of exposure to extreme heat can be found in the south and Sicilia. 

 
Figure 29: Potential global work hours lost per sector due to heat, 2000-2018. (Watts et al., 2019, p.1842, figure2) 
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Figure 30 : Potential full-time annual work lost in 2018 in the shade (top) or in the sun (bottom) based on the 
percentage of people working in agriculture (400 Watts), industry (300 Watts) and services (200 Watts). The values 
are given for each 0.5x0.5 degree grid cell (about 50kmx50km) (Watts et al., 2019, p.1843, figure 3) 

According to a recent study by Casanueva et al., for a scenario of 4.3°C expected temperature 
increase by 2100 (RCP8.5), Southern Europe, including Italy, will experience a widespread loss 
of working hours by at least 15% by the end of the century. Even if stronger global mitigation 
actions are implemented (<2°C scenario, RCP2.6), high heat risk is found for large parts of 
Southern Europe during the twenty-first century (Casanueva et al., 2020). Figure 31 shows the 
observed and projected percentage of summer working hours lost due to heat exposure under 
sunny conditions for scenario RCP8.5: 
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Figure 31:  Productivity loss due to environmental heat exposure. Observed (left) and projected (right) percentage 
of summer working hours lost due to heat exposure under sunny conditions. Projections show a median of several 
models (over 39 model chains) for scenario RCP8.5 and the period 2070-2099. (Casanueva et al., 2020, p.7, figure 
2) 

 
“The estimated direct cost of agricultural productivity loss in the EU due to soil erosion (i.e. 
land suitability), which also has a climatic component, is around EUR 1.25 billion (between 
2010 and 2020), corresponding to 0.43 % of the EU's total agriculture sector contribution. 
Erosion is expected to increase in the future due to more extreme rain events but also sectoral 
changes such as increased farm size, heavier machinery and increased compaction play a role.” 
(European Environment Agency, 2019d, p.63). “The negative impact of soil erosion on crop 
productivity is mostly experienced by Mediterranean countries (Italy, Greece, Spain and 
Slovenia) and particularly affects rice and wheat, as these are the dominant crops in the region.” 
(ibid) 

 
Figure 32 : Changes in agricultural production and economy losses in the EU due to soil erosion. The figure 
shows changes in agricultural production in percentages and GDP (million euros) in 2020 (compared with 2010) 
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across European countries due to soil erosion, showing differences between direct and indirect effects. For 
instance, in terms of percentage physical losses, Italy is almost three times less affected than Slovenia. Nonetheless, 
this translates into greater loss in Italy than in Slovenia because a greater proportion of Italian land is subjected 
to severe erosion (33 %) and it is a bigger country than Slovenia. (European Environment Agency, 2019d, p.63, 
figure 4.1) 

 
11.3 Tourism  

 
According to the IPCC’s Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5 ºC, a study by Ciscar et al. 
(2014) projected that “a 2°C warmer world would reduce European tourism by 5% (€15 billion 
per year), with losses of up to 11% (€6 billion per year) for southern Europe” (Hoegh-Guldberg 
et al., 2018, p.242).  
Climate change jeopardizes Italian tourism, both summer and winter tourism. While warming 
may be beneficial for countries further north, this is not the case for Mediterranean countries, 
as highlighted by the IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C: “Based on analyses of tourist comfort, 
summer and spring /autumn tourism in much of western Europe may be favoured by 1.5°C of 
warming, but with negative effects projected for Spain and Cyprus (decreases of 8% and 2%, 
respectively, in overnight stays) and most coastal regions of the Mediterranean. […] Similar 
geographic patterns of potential tourism gains (central and northern Europe) and reduced 
summer favourability (Mediterranean countries) are projected under 2°C” (Hoegh-Guldberg et 
al., 2018, p.242). 
Increasing temperatures and snow scarce winter seasons challenge the winter tourism industry. 
Figure 33 shows the decreasing sea season length under three warming scenarios: 
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Figure 33 : Change in ski season length between 1971-2000 and 2071-2100 under RCP 2.6 (about 1.6°C warming 
by 2100), between 1971-2000 and 2036-2065 under RCP 4.5 (about 2.5°C warming by 2100) and between 1971-
2000 and 2026-2055 under RCP 8.5 (>4°C warming by 2100). (Damm et al., 2017, p. 16, figures 2 and A1) 

 

In Italy, considering potential changes in natural snow under a +1.5°C scenario, winter 
overnight stays are projected to decline by 1.7% (-600,000 overnights). Under a +2°C scenario, 
this number reaches 2.3% (-800,000 overnights). Considering the additional effects of climate 
change due to socioeconomic changes in Italy, under a 1.5°C scenario, the decrease in the 
number of overnights is projected to reach -750,000 overnights, and under a 2°C scenario,  -1.5 
million overnights (Jacob et al., 2018, p. 17).  
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World Heritage Sites 

Furthermore, climate change threatens Italian World Heritage sites. Italy counts 55 properties 
inscribed on the World Heritage List, 50 of them being cultural properties and 5 natural 
properties.  
“Climate change is likely to exacerbate existing stresses [on World Heritage properties] and 
bring direct impacts of its own. Sea-level rise, higher temperatures, habitat shifts and more 
frequent extreme weather events such as storms, floods and droughts, all have the potential to 
rapidly and permanently change or degrade the very attributes that make World Heritage sites 
such popular tourist destinations” (Markham et al., 2016, p. 5). “In adopting the Paris 
Agreement in December 2015, 195 countries acknowledged the importance of reducing 
greenhouse gases to a level that will keep global average temperature rise since pre-industrial 
times well below 2°C. Achieving this goal is vital for the future of World Heritage” (ibid). 
The following maps show how floods and erosion, also linked to sea level rise, affect 
Mediterranean World Heritage Sites (WHS): 

 
Figure 34 : Flood risk index at each World Heritage site under current and future conditions. A. In 2000 and b. 
In 2100. (Reimann et al., 2018, p. 4, figure 3) 

“Venice is one of the World Heritage sites most at threat from sea-level rise, with major 
implications for its burgeoning tourism industry. The city’s extraordinary assemblage of 
Byzantine, gothic, renaissance and baroque architecture is under immediate threat from rising 
sea levels” (Markham et al., 2016a, p. 85). 
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Figure 35 : Erosion risk index at each World Heritage site under current and future conditions. a. In 2000 and b. 
In 2100. (Reimann et al., 2018, p.5, figure 5) 

 

The highest number of World Heritage sites (WHS) around the Mediterranean basin at risk 
because of floods can be found in Italy (13), including Venice and its Lagoon that ranks 10 
(very high risk) on the risk index. The highest number of Mediterranean World Heritage sites 
at risk due to erosion can be found in Italy (14) (Reimann et al., 2018).  
“As the risk of coastal hazards such as flooding and erosion increases with sea-level rise, a 
considerable number of coastal World Heritage Sites will gradually be exposed to these hazards 
in the future, threatening the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of affected sites and 
potentially leading to losses in economic revenue as WHS are popular tourist destinations […]. 
WHS may lose their OUV in the next centuries and may consequently be removed from the 
UNESCO World Heritage list.” (Reimann et al., 2018, p.2) 
 

11.4 Fisheries 

 
The IPCC states in its Special Report on 1.5°C: “There are multiple lines of evidence that ocean 
warming and acidification corresponding to 1.5°C of global warming would impact a wide 
range of marine organisms and ecosystems, as well as sectors such as aquaculture and fisheries 
(high confidence)” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p.178). 
There are 29 000 people in Italy working in the fishing industry. 40% of the total EU catch in 
the Mediterranean and Black Sea was by Italy (Eurostat, 2019). 
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Figure 36 shows the employment in the EU fisheries industry and fisheries production in 2017. 

 
Figure 36 : Employment in the EU fisheries industry and fisheries production, 2017. (% share of EU-28 totals). 
(Eurostat, 2019) 
 

The IPCC 1.5 Special Report states: “Present-day risks for mid-latitude bivalve fisheries and 
aquaculture become undetectable up to 1.1°C of global warming, moderate at 1.3°C, and 
moderate to high up to 1.9°C. For instance, Cheung et al. (2016a), simulating the loss in fishery 
productivity at 1.5°C, 2°C and 3.5°C above the pre-industrial period, found that the potential 
global catch for marine fisheries will likely decrease by more than three million metric tonnes 
for each degree of warming.” (Hoegh-Guldberg et al., 2018, p.238). 
“For existing international and national ocean and fisheries governance, there are concerns 
about the reduced effectiveness to achieve mandated ecological, economic, and social 
objectives because of observed climate impacts on fisheries resources (high confidence)” 
(Bindoff, N.L. et al., 2019). 
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Figure 37 : Historical and projected maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and maximum fish catch potential by 
region. The size of the circle represents the number of assessed fish stocks while the number in the circle represents 
the estimated percent change in MSY since the 1930s (Bindoff, N.L. et al., 2019, p.504, figure 5.18)  

“Fisheries models project a decrease in maximum catch potential under RCP 2.6 [holding 
warming below 2°C, leading to a median warming of about 1.6°C by 2100] of 3.9–8.5% by 
2041-2060 and 3.4–6.4% by 2081-2100 relative to 1986-2005 […]. Under RCP 8.5 [global 
warming scenario reaching >4°C warming by 2100], the projected decrease was larger: 8.6–
14.2% and 20.5–24.1% by the mid- and end- of the 21st century. […] A single fisheries model 
with atmospheric warming projected a potential catch loss of 3.4 million tonnes and decreases 
of 6.4% of catch potential of the exploited species per degree Celsius atmospheric warming 
relative to 1951–1960 level” (Bindoff, N.L. et al., 2019, p.505). 
“In the Mediterranean Sea, the change in fisheries catch potential is partly due to northward and 
eastward shifts in fish distribution that result in the invasion of warmer-water species into higher 
latitudes (e.g. Adriatic Sea) and local extinction in the southern Mediterranean region. Thus, in 
the near future, species that are commercially important in some areas may no longer be 
available. This may be already the case of the once abundant sardine (Sardina pilchardus), 
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which has decreased drastically in the northern Mediterranean Sea in the last decade” (Moullec 
et al., 2016). 
“By 2050, under a high emission scenario (Representative Concentration pathway 8.5), Cheung 
et al. (2016) predicted an up to 5% reduction in the potential catches at the Mediterranean scale. 
Furthermore, when considering changes in biogeochemistry such as ocean acidification and 
reduction in oxygen concentration, these authors also predicted a decrease in fish growth 
performance, which, along with a higher rate of distributional shift, may reduce estimated catch 
potential (Cheung et al. 2011). Changes in phytoplankton community structure may even reduce 
the projected catch potential by a further 10%” (Moullec et al., 2016). 
“Accelerated nutrient flow into the sea (mostly from agricultural fertilisers) in combination with 
warming water temperatures can lead to large phytoplankton blooms and subsequent increases 
in primary production (a process called eutrophication). When these organisms sink to the sea 
floor, oxygen is utilised in their decomposition. If mixing within the water column cannot 
supply enough oxygen to the sea floor, this can lead to oxygen reduction (hypoxia) to levels 
that severely limit biological activity and ultimately to complete oxygen depletion (anoxia)” 
(Füssel et al., 2017, p. 119). “Oxygen depletion may also interact with other anthropogenic 
stressors in affecting marine ecosystems and fisheries, such as overfishing or the introduction 
of invasive species” (ibid). 
The reduction in oxygen content can lead to changes in the distribution of species, including so 
called ‘dead-zones’.  “The number of 'dead zones' has roughly doubled every decade since the 
1960s and has increased from about 20 in the 1950s to about 400 in the 2000s” (Füssel et al., 
2017, p. 119). 

 
Figure 38: Distribution of oxygen-depleted 'dead zones' in European seas. (Füssel et al., 2017, p. 120, map 4.1) 

 

  



   

 
www.climateanalytics.org 

53 

12. References 
 
Amendola, S., Maimone, F., Pelino, V., Pasini, A., 2019. New records of monthly 

temperature extremes as a signal of climate change in Italy. Int. J. Climatol. 39, 2491–
2503. https://doi.org/10.1002/joc.5952 

Bindoff, N.L., Cheung, W.W.L., Kairo, J.G., Arístegui, J., Guinder, V.A., Hallberg, R., Hilmi, 
N., Jiao, N., Karim, M.S., Levin, L., O’Donoghue, S., Cuicapusa, S.R.P., Rinkevich, B., 
Suga, T., Tagliabue, A., Williamson, P., 2019. Changing Ocean, Marine Ecosystems, and 
Dependent Communities. Spec. Rep. Ocean Cryosph. a Chang. Clim. Summ. 
Policymakers 447–588. https://doi.org/https://www.ipcc.ch/report/srocc/ 

Casanueva, A., Kotlarski, S., Fischer, A.M., Flouris, A.D., Kjellstrom, T., Lemke, B., Nybo, 
L., Schwierz, C., Liniger, M.A., Lemke, B., 2020. Escalating environmental summer 
heat exposure — a future threat for the European workforce. 

Ciabatta, L., Camici, S., Brocca, L., Ponziani, F., Stelluti, M., Berni, N., Moramarco, T., 
2016. Assessing the impact of climate-change scenarios on landslide occurrence in 
Umbria Region, Italy. J. Hydrol. 541, 285–295. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2016.02.007 

Ciscar Martinez, J.C., Feyen, L., Soria Ramirez, A., Lavalle, C., Raes, F., Perry, M., ..., 2014. 
Climate Impacts in Europe. The JRC PESETA II Project - European Commission. 

Clark, P.U., Mix, A.C., Eby, M., Levermann, A., Rogelj, J., Nauels, A., Wrathall, D.J., 2018. 
Sea-level commitment as a gauge for climate policy. Nat. Clim. Chang. 8, 653–655. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0226-6 

Climate Analytics; New Climate Institute, 2020. The CAT thermometer [WWW Document]. 
URL https://climateactiontracker.org/global/cat-thermometer/ (accessed 11.17.20). 

Conticini, E., Frediani, B., Caro, D., 2020. Can atmospheric pollution be considered a co-
factor in extremely high level of SARS-CoV-2 lethality in Northern Italy? Environ. 
Pollut. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2020.114465 

Cramer, W., Guiot, J., Fader, M., Garrabou, J., Gattuso, J.P., Iglesias, A., Lange, M.A., 
Lionello, P., Llasat, M.C., Paz, S., Peñuelas, J., Snoussi, M., Toreti, A., Tsimplis, M.N., 
Xoplaki, E., 2018. Climate change and interconnected risks to sustainable development 
in the Mediterranean. Nat. Clim. Chang. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0299-2 

Damm, A., Greuell, W., Landgren, O., Prettenthaler, F., 2017. Impacts of +2°C global 
warming on winter tourism demand in Europe. Clim. Serv. 7, 31–46. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cliser.2016.07.003 

EEA, 2019. Global and European sea-level rise [WWW Document]. URL 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/sea-level-rise-6/assessment 

European Environment Agency, 2019a. Climate change adaptation in the agriculture sector in 
Europe. EEA Rep. 112. 

European Environment Agency, 2019b. The European environment - state and outlook 2020: 
knowledge for transition to a sustainable Europe, European Environment. 
https://doi.org/10.2800/96749 

European Environment Agency, 2019c. Economic losses from climate-related extremes in 
Europe [WWW Document]. URL https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-
maps/indicators/direct-losses-from-weather-disasters-3/assessment-2 (accessed 6.22.20). 

European Environment Agency, 2019d. Italy - Air pollution country fact sheet [WWW 
Document]. URL https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/air/country-fact-sheets/2019-



   

 
www.climateanalytics.org 

54 

country-fact-sheets/italy (accessed 6.22.20). 
European Environment Agency, 2019e. Climate change adaptation in the agriculture sector in 

Europe 112. 
European Environment Agency, 2017. Climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction 

in Europe. Enhancing coherence of the knowledge base, policies and practices, EEA 
Report. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13398-014-0173-7.2 

European Environment Agency, 2016. Vector-borne diseases [WWW Document]. URL 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/vector-borne-diseases-
2/assessment/#_edn30%0D 

Eurostat, 2019. Fishery statistics [WWW Document]. URL 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Aquaculture_statistics#Aquaculture_statistics 

Feyen, L., Ciascar, J., Gosling, S., Ibarreta, D., Soria, A., Dosio, A., Naumann, G., Russo, S., 
Formetta, G., Forzieri, G., Girardello, M., Spinoni, J., Mentaschi, L., Bisselink, B., 
Bernhard, J., Gelati, E., Adamovic, M., Guenther, S., de Roo, A., Cammalleri, C., 
Dottori, F., Bianchi, A., Alfieri, L., Vousdoukas, M., Mongelli, I., Hinkel, J., Ward, P., 
Costa, H., de Rigo, D., Libertà, G., Houston Durrant, T., San-Miguel-Ayanz, J., Barredo, 
J., Mauri, A., Caudullo, G., Ceccherini, G., Mauri, A., Beck, P., Cescatti, A., Hristov, J., 
Toreti, A., Pérez Domínguez, I., Dentener, F., Fellmann, T., C Elleby, Ceglar, A., 
Fumagalli, D., Niemeyer, S., Cerrani, I., Panarello, L., Bratu, M., Després, J., Adamovic, 
M., Szewczyk, W., Matei, A., Mulholland, E., Olariaga, M., 2020. JRC Science for 
Policy Report JRC PESETA IV final report, Publications Office of the European Union. 
https://doi.org/10.2760/171121 

Fischer, E.M., Schär, C., 2010. Consistent geographical patterns of changes in high-impact 
European heatwaves. Nat. Geosci. 3, 398–403. https://doi.org/10.1038/ngeo866 

Fraga, H., Pinto, J.G., Viola, F., Santos, J.A., 2020. Climate change projections for olive 
yields in the Mediterranean Basin. Int. J. Climatol. 40, 769–781. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/joc.6237 

Fratianni, S., Acquaotta, F., 2017. The Climate of Italy. World Geomorphol. Landscapes 29–
38. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-26194-2_4 

Füssel, H.-M., Jol, A., Marx, A., Hildén, M., 2017. Climate change, impacts and vulnerability 
in Europe 2016 — European Environment Agency, European Environment Agency. 

Gariano, S.L., Rianna, G., Petrucci, O., Guzzetti, F., 2017. Assessing future changes in the 
occurrence of rainfall-induced landslides at a regional scale. Sci. Total Environ. 596–
597, 417–426. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.03.103 

Health Effects Institute, 2019. State of Global Air 2019. Heal. Eff. Institute. 
https://doi.org/https://www.stateofglobalair.org/sites/default/files/soga_2019_report.pdf 

Hoegh-Guldberg, O., D. Jacob, M., Taylor, M., Bindi, S., Brown, I., Camilloni, A., Diedhiou, 
R., Djalante, K.L., Ebi, F., Engelbrecht, J., Guiot, Y., Hijioka, S., Mehrotra, A., Payne, 
S.I., Seneviratne, A., Thomas, R.W., Zhou, G., 2018. Chapter 3: Impacts of 1.5°C of 
Global Warming on Natural and Human Systems, in: Masson-Delmotte, V., Zhai, P., 
Pörtner, H.-O., Roberts, D., Skea, J., Shukla, P.R., Pirani, A., Moufouma-Okia, W., 
Péan, C., Pidcock, R., Connors, S., Matthews, J.B.R., Chen, Y., Zhou, X., Gomis, M.I., 
Lonnoy, E., Maycock, T., Tignor, M., Waterfield, T. (Eds.), Global Warming of 1.5°C. 
An IPCC Special Report on the Impacts of Global Warming of 1.5°C above Pre-
Industrial Levels and Related Global Greenhouse Gas Emission Pathways, in the Context 
of Strengthening the Global Response to the Threat of Climate Change. IPCC, Geneva, 
Switzerland, pp. 175–311. 



   

 
www.climateanalytics.org 

55 

Hosseinzadehtalaei, P., Tabari, H., Willems, P., 2020. Climate change impact on short-
duration extreme precipitation and intensity–duration–frequency curves over Europe. J. 
Hydrol. 590, 125249. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2020.125249 

IPCC, 2020. Summary for Policymakers, in: Climate Change and Land: An IPCC Special 
Report on Climate Change, Desertification, Land Degradation, Sustainable Land 
Management, Food Security, and Greenhouse Gas Fluxes in Terrestrial Ecosystems [P.R. 
Shukla, J. Skea, E. Calvo Buendia, V. Masson-Delmot. pp. 1–15. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118786352.wbieg0538 

IPCC, 2019. Climate Change and Land: an IPCC special report on climate change, 
desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food security, and 
greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems. Press. 906. 

IPCC, 2018. Annex I: Glossary, in: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on 
the Impacts of Global Warming of 1.5°C above Pre-Industrial Levels and Related Global 
Greenhouse Gas Emission Pathways, in the Context of Strengthening the Global 
Response to the Threat of Climate Change,. 

IPCC, 2014. Data Distribution Centre [WWW Document]. IPCC. URL https://www.ipcc-
data.org/guidelines/pages/glossary/glossary_s.html 

Jacob, D., Kotova, L., Teichmann, C., Sobolowski, S.P., Vautard, R., Donnelly, C., 
Koutroulis, A.G., Grillakis, M.G., Tsanis, I.K., Damm, A., Sakalli, A., van Vliet, 
M.T.H., 2018. Climate Impacts in Europe Under +1.5°C Global Warming. Earth’s Futur. 
6, 264–285. https://doi.org/10.1002/2017EF000710 

King, A.D., Karoly, D.J., 2017. Climate extremes in Europe at 1.5 and 2 degrees of global 
warming. Environ. Res. Lett. 12. https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aa8e2c 

Markham, A., Osipova, E., Lafrenz Samuels, K., Caldas, A., 2016. World Heritage and 
Tourism in a Changing Climate. United Nations Environment Programme, Nairobi, 
Kenya and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Paris, 
France. 

Matthews, T.K.R., Wilby, R.L., Murphy, C., 2017. Communicating the deadly consequences 
of global warming for human heat stress. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 114, 3861–3866. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1617526114 

Mengel, M., Nauels, A., Rogelj, J., Schleussner, C.-F., 2018. Committed sea-level rise under 
the Paris Agreement and the legacy of delayed mitigation action. Nat. Commun. 9, 601. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-02985-8 

Moss, R., Babiker, M., Brinkman, S., Calvo, E., Carter, T., Edmonds, J., Elgizouli, I., Emori, 
S., Erda, L., Hibbard, K., Jones, R., Kainuma, M., Kelleher, J., Lamarque, J.F., Manning, 
M., Matthews, B., Meehl, J., Meyer, L., Mitchell, J., Nakicenovic, N., O’Neill, B., Pichs, 
R., Riahi, K., Rose, S., Runci, P., Stouffer, R., Vuuren, D. van, Weyant, J., Wilbanks, T., 
Ypersele, J.P. van, Zurek, M., 2008. Towards New Scenarios for Analysis of Emissions, 
Climate Change, Impacts and Response Strategies, IPCC Expert Meeting Report. 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Moss, R., Edmonds, J., Hibbard, K., Manning, M., Rose, S., van Vuuren, D., Carter, T., 
Emori, S., Kainuma, M., Kram, T., Meehl, G. a, Mitchell, J.F.B., Nakicenovic, N., Riahi, 
K., Smith, S.J., Stouffer, R.J., Thomson, A.M., Weyant, J.P., Wilbanks, T.J., 2010. The 
next generation of scenarios for climate change research and assessment. Nature 463, 
747–56. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature08823 

Moullec, F., Lasram, F.B.R., Coll, M., Guilhaumon, F., Loc’H, F. Le, Shin, Y.-J., 2016. 
Climate change and fisheries, in: The Mediterranean Region under Climate Change. IRD 
Editions, Marseille, pp. 249–261. https://doi.org/10.4000/books.irdeditions.22908 



   

 
www.climateanalytics.org 

56 

Naumann, G., Russo, S., Formetta, G., Ibarreta, D., Forzieri, G., Girardello, M., Feyen, L., 
2020. Global warming and human impacts of heat and cold extremes in the EU. Publ. 
Off. Eur. Union. https://doi.org/10.2760/47878 

Olsson, L., Barbosa, H., Bhadwal, S., Cowie, A., Delusca, K., Flores-Renteria, D., Hermans, 
K., Jobbagy, E., Kurz, W., Li, D., Sonwa, D.J., Stringer, L., 2019. Land degradation 
(chapter 4), in: Climate Change and Land: An IPCC Special Report on Climate Change, 
Desertification, Land Degradation, Sustainable Land Management, Food Security, and 
Greenhouse Gas Fluxes in Terrestrial Ecosystems [P.R. Shukla, J. Skea, E. Calvo 
Buendia, V. Masson-Delmot. pp. 471–498. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9780511622991.009 

Onder, G., Rezza, G., Brusaferro, S., 2020. Case-Fatality Rate and Characteristics of Patients 
Dying in Relation to COVID-19 in Italy. JAMA - J. Am. Med. Assoc. 
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.4683 

Reimann, L., Vafeidis, A.T., Brown, S., Hinkel, J., Tol, R.S.J., 2018. Mediterranean 
UNESCO World Heritage at risk from coastal flooding and erosion due to sea-level rise. 
Nat. Commun. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-06645-9 

Rizzi, J., Torresan, S., Zabeo, A., Critto, A., Tosoni, A., Tomasin, A., Marcomini, A., 2017. 
Assessing storm surge risk under future sea-level rise scenarios: a case study in the North 
Adriatic coast. J. Coast. Conserv. 21, 453–471. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11852-017-
0517-5 

Russo, S., Dosio, A., Graversen, R.G., Sillmann, J., Carrao, H., Dunbar, M.B., Singleton, A., 
Montagna, P., Barbola, P., Vogt, J. V., 2014. Magnitude of extreme heat waves in 
present climate and their projection in a warming world. J. Geophys. Res. Atmos. 119, 
12,500-12,512. https://doi.org/10.1002/2014JD022098 

Sacchelli, S., Fabbrizzi, S., Bertocci, M., Marone, E., Menghini, S., Bernetti, I., 2017a. A 
mix-method model for adaptation to climate change in the agricultural sector: A case 
study for Italian wine farms. J. Clean. Prod. 166, 891–900. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2017.08.095 

Sacchelli, S., Fabbrizzi, S., Bertocci, M., Marone, E., Menghini, S., Bernetti, I., 2017b. A 
mix-method model for adaptation to climate change in the agricultural sector: A case 
study for Italian wine farms. J. Clean. Prod. 166, 891–900. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2017.08.095 

Samaniego, L., Thober, S., Kumar, R., Wanders, N., Rakovec, O., Pan, M., Zink, M., 
Sheffield, J., Wood, E.F., Marx, A., 2018. Anthropogenic warming exacerbates 
European soil moisture droughts. Nat. Clim. Chang. 8, 421–426. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0138-5 

Sangelantoni, L., Gioia, E., Marincioni, F., 2018. Impact of climate change on landslides 
frequency: the Esino river basin case study (Central Italy), Natural Hazards. Springer 
Netherlands. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-018-3328-6 

Stocker, T.F., Qin, D., Plattner, G.-K., Tignor, M., Allen, S.K., Boschung, J., Nauels, A., Xia, 
Y., (eds.), V.B. and P.M.M., 2013. Summary for Policymakers, in: Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (Ed.), Climate Change 2013 - The Physical Science Basis. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 1–30. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107415324.004 

Szewczyk, W., Feyen, L., Ciscar, J.C., Matei, A., Mulholland, E., Soria, A., 2020. Economic 
analysis of selected climate impacts. https://doi.org/10.2760/845605 

Tosi, L., Da Lio, C., Donnici, S., Strozzi, T., Teatini, P., 2020. Vulnerability of Venice’s 
coastland to relative sea-level rise. Proc. Int. Assoc. Hydrol. Sci. 382, 689–695. 



   

 
www.climateanalytics.org 

57 

https://doi.org/10.5194/piahs-382-689-2020 
Watts, N., Amann, M., Arnell, N., Ayeb-Karlsson, S., Belesova, K., Boykoff, M., Byass, P., 

Cai, W., Campbell-Lendrum, D., Capstick, S., Chambers, J., Dalin, C., Daly, M., 
Dasandi, N., Davies, M., Drummond, P., Dubrow, R., Ebi, K.L., Eckelman, M., Ekins, 
P., Escobar, L.E., Fernandez Montoya, L., Georgeson, L., Graham, H., Haggar, P., 
Hamilton, I., Hartinger, S., Hess, J., Kelman, I., Kiesewetter, G., Kjellstrom, T., 
Kniveton, D., Lemke, B., Liu, Y., Lott, M., Lowe, R., Sewe, M.O., Martinez-Urtaza, J., 
Maslin, M., McAllister, L., McGushin, A., Jankin Mikhaylov, S., Milner, J., Moradi-
Lakeh, M., Morrissey, K., Murray, K., Munzert, S., Nilsson, M., Neville, T., Oreszczyn, 
T., Owfi, F., Pearman, O., Pencheon, D., Phung, D., Pye, S., Quinn, R., Rabbaniha, M., 
Robinson, E., Rocklöv, J., Semenza, J.C., Sherman, J., Shumake-Guillemot, J., 
Tabatabaei, M., Taylor, J., Trinanes, J., Wilkinson, P., Costello, A., Gong, P., 
Montgomery, H., 2019. The 2019 report of The Lancet Countdown on health and climate 
change: ensuring that the health of a child born today is not defined by a changing 
climate. Lancet. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(19)32596-6 

World Health Organization & United Nations, 2018. Climate and Health Country Profile Italy 
Demographic Estimates 2015, 2010–2015. 

Wu, X., Nethery, R.C., Sabath, B.M., Braun, D., Dominici, F., 2020. Exposure to air pollution 
and COVID-19 mortality in the United States: A nationwide cross-sectional study. 
medRxiv. https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.04.05.20054502 

 


